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Hansard Tuesday, 11 September 2012

Speech by

Hon. John-Paul Langbroek

MEMBER FOR SURFERS PARADISE

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Teacher Aides; School Chaplains
Hon. JH LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Minister for Education, Training and

Employment) (10.28 am): Last Friday, 7 September, was Teacher Aide Day. I was pleased to celebrate
Teacher Aide Day at Townsville Central State School with the local member, John Hathaway, the
honourable member for Townsville, in recognition of the hard work and invaluable support provided by
Queensland’s teacher aides, who number nearly 15,000. 

As the House will be aware, the Newman government made a strong commitment to teacher aides
before the election by committing to an additional 600 prep teacher aides over the next four years. The first
150 were rolled out as promised within our first 100 days of government. The first tranche of teacher aide
hours were rolled out to those schools most in need and the additional support in those schools has been
welcomed. 

When I was in Townsville on Friday for Teacher Aide Day, I was able to reassure the teacher aides
whom I met there that the unfounded rumours being spread by their union, United Voice, were untrue.
Under this government’s commitment to front-line services, we are committed to supporting teacher aides
as they support our teachers and enhance the education of Queensland students.

Unlike those opposite, when the Newman government gives a commitment we deliver on that
commitment. So on Thursday last week I was pleased to visit Glenala State High School and announce a
funding boost for chaplains in schools. At the last sitting I informed the House of the need to address
bullying in schools and the steps that we are taking to do so. One of the key planks in helping Queensland
students handle the sometimes difficult journey through their school life is support and guidance. The
$1 million funding boost will provide 128 state schools with larger grants this financial year and will see a
further 22 state schools receive grants from October 2012. 

School chaplains and pastoral care workers have helped countless students since they started
working in Queensland state schools in 1990. By providing a range of support options, chaplains and
pastoral care workers complement existing school support staff such as guidance officers, school based
youth health nurses and youth support coordinators. Fulfilling this election commitment is a strong signal
that we are serious about the holistic development of young Queenslanders. 
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